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Iii-hemmispheric or non-verbal leaming m_m,oanaw are
by Jraficient decoders or «word callersy who have little to no
;“ Whenuge the specific details of what they have read.
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e wecond category, the student typically does well in the early

-hureparypa (r struggle academically in the higher grades when the

I Mlanamora MM Kowunere = RS « fioge ;
L . : cTermnocTHNn noaxon: npolipruy § o : .
NCPNCKTIEE e “ i wchension  increases  Such m_caosjozn.: dwm::nu ”M
2 Hewmmanoioea v ditticulty with test taking and lecture learning

= / a ﬂ;.—:! nig o -H_
m MW « Mr 8 1| OPA3OBAHIN: w_ ' _ V mater —N— E~nm
C —:. :~ 1 _ __ | 1 ANC—:—UHQ?. ﬁo:;u—.nu—‘—ﬁu—um_Oﬂ o no ﬁ—

thinkiog, o .
gululiguenl vision problems, such as deficits in tracking and

il nterlere with comprehension of text. For cxample, if one
¥ »ﬁ_ (v rend Gone with the Wind through a straw, En. u.gm_na
o oo the task would result in extreme fatigue, .B::.Emwma
25 1yl poon comprehension. Comprehension problems in this case
ih:4 lo (e 1o specific learning disability but to a sensory-based AE.&
.,.E. (nhle) viston problem. As you anﬂm.b :uma:_m tasks, rna,v In
1l promplete recall of all the Emoa_m:on In a lext 1s an unrealistic
= | _M_.__ { wven lon native speakers. Reading activiues Em_ are meant 10
process that goes on between the reader and the text renl{lig £ L ative competence should be success oriented and build
compreheasion The reader vses knowledge, skills. and m_:_r..._.a : (B ‘nee n their reading ability.
dztermine what that meaning 1s . : {81 the reading acuvity around a purpose that has significance
Proficient reading depends on the ability to recognize wotda (i Fodon
zad effortlessly If word recozrunon s difficult, students usc (00 1)jh <A 4ty s students understand what the purpose for reading is: to get
their processing capecity to read individual words, which infecfergf i 4 hlew ol specific information, understand most or all of the
therr abiliny to comprehend what 1s read e 44 ey o ostory, or decide whether or not to read more.
Comprehension 1s the ulumare goal of reading. However, (he[¢ e S i the puipose for reading will help students select appropriate
number of factors which may nterfere with an individual'y g ]l
comprehend texa matenal i
The most conumon single cbstacle 10 tex1 comprehension {s _._a.
insufficcency Simply put. af the student cannot decode u@n_:a_,\_.‘l
autemencally, comnprehension will be compromised. .
- When the student cannot «apprehend» or decode (g G E
mezning cannot be extracted 4 Ry
- When the student cannect decode fluently and aatomallisig
cading is dlow and luboricus and memory for read matcerial is pod,
— When the student cannot decode and 1s taught to rely on o W il @ g et for a particular purpose and a particular group
cucss or to wpuesss at words, comprehension 1s compromiscd. i i .
A more subtle mierference 15 an underlymg problem with |yl fEREEEEE & U 11 the wlurmation organized? Does the story line, narative, or'
comprehension or mferential thinkang. : ; Alvinlon o finuhar expectations? Texts in which the events are

57
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THE GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF TEACHING REA K

COMPREHENSION - A

Reading 1s an ectnan with a purpose A person may read iy

gain information or venfy eustine knowledge, or in order ta (]

miter's 1dess or wnnine snle The purpose for reading also detorilie]
appropniaic approach to reading comprehension. Reading 1s an |

Iy e v nvay's istrucuonal goal and the appropriate type of

it to thie main purpose for reading, an acuvity can also have
intiuctional purposes, such as practicing or reviewing
C | constructions, introducing new vocabulary, or
mn.__. studenewith the typical structure of a certain type of text.
Chechng the level of difficulty of the texi.

factinn lisied below can help you judge the relative ease or
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: “,.'::”l‘mln I’?:ldmg for specific information, students need to = . ‘
sl hove | obtained the nformauon | was looking for?

) llyn reading for pleasure, students need to nskh themselves. do 1
_[(Ulll the story Linc/sequence of 1deas well enough to enjoy reading
Fel oo

‘.WMII rending for thorough understanding (intensive reading)
g(; tfipad to ask themselves, Do | understand cach main idea and hc;\\;
Aling mupports 1t? Does what I'm reading agree with my predictions,
{ ‘hl)l, how does 1t differ? To check comprehension in this situation,
il My

.!..‘M”I' ol the end of each section to review and check theu
_[k {414, rostate the main idea and summanze the section.

presented in natural chronological order, which have an informatie M
and which present the information following an obvious nlwmllﬂ‘
(main ideas first, details and examples second) are casier to follow
*_ + How familiar arc the students with the topic? Remembyf |
misapplication of background knowledge due to cultural diffcicnied )
create major comprehension difficulties.
« Does the text offer visual support to aid in reading compicheibliz
Visual aids such as photographs, maps, and diagrams help il
preview the content of the text, guess the meanings of unknown wd
and check comprehension while reading. '
Using pre-reading activities lo prepare students for reading
The activities you use du-nng pre-reading may serve as prepuin(iia )4 Ihe comprehension questions as guides to the text, stopping to
several ways. During pre-reading you may: 1 . i?ﬂ[lt_‘ll) islesiread . £
- Assess students’ background knowledge of the topic and Tyl ; ‘ "-d utinrohension 1s the ultimate goal of reading. However, there are a

content c_ﬁ'the text. i3 Al \-*_!_#f[;l\l' fhctors which may interfere with an individual's ability to
.Give students the background knowledge —necesun / :

i1 ¢ : ;] .
_ ‘ DAY » _h!ﬁlh'ml lext material The most effective way of improving rcading

comprehension of the text, or activate the existing knowledge thal

students possess.

g Ji hy enjoying what 1s being read. When a student finds reading
: ’ . , Wikl fiteresting and enjoyable there 1s a high possibility that he or she

. Clarify any cultural information which may be ncceaamry '
comprehend the passage.

ipiuuucwlhl in achieving the aim of a certain task.
. Make students aware of the type of text they will be readimy il thi
purpose(s) for reading. 2
- Provide opportunities for group or collaborative work and Tor 11§
discussion activities.
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¥ ‘V'i‘l".;‘iﬂ‘l\i pmpowerment. RTDE. 5 (2), 17-24. Alderson J.C. & Urquhart
¥ !{I(MIHHH in a foreien language. London: Longman, 1984.

-} Alderson J.C. Reading in a foreign language: a reading problem or
Fg‘hﬁun problem? // Alderson J.C & Urquhart A.H. Reading m a
b

Sample pre-reading activities.

« Using the title, subtitles, and divisions within the text to iy

content and organization or sequence of information. !
« Looking at pictures, maps, diagrams, or graphs and their caplivig =

. Talking about thc author's background. writing stylc, aml s it

topics. _ . o 4 eliciting relatel lﬁ[\unugc. LLondon: Longman, P. 1-24. 1984
. Skimming to find the theme or main idea and € iciting related i o (Jnmberlain K . Burrough S. Techniques for teaching critical
knowledge. it enching of Psychology, 12, 213-215. 1985.

. Reviewing vocabulary or grammatical structures.

. Doing guided practicc with guessing meaning from contal |
checking comprehension while reading.

Match while-reading activities to the purpose for readhng -

In while-reading activities, students check their comprehensdull §

they read. The purpose for reading determines the approprialc ] i

level of comprehension. y
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